
The Sussex Sea Fisheries District Committee Commercial Fishing in Sussex

“ 
To regulate, 

protect and where 
appropriate 
develop sea 
fisheries within 
the Sussex 
District in order to 
ensure their 
sustainability both 
now and into the 
future and to 
balance the needs 
of the fisheries in 
the context of a 
sustainable 
marine 
environment ”.

The Sussex Sea Fisheries District Committee is a statutory body established in 1893 under the 

Sea Fisheries Regulations Act 1888; the Committee is one of 12 Sea Fisheries Committees 

established in England and Wales. Funding is provided by means of an annual precept on Local 

Authorities with a coastal jurisdiction (East & West Sussex, Kent and Brighton and Hove City 

Council). The Committee meets on a quarterly basis..

RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES

The Committee’s core responsibility is the management and enforcement of fisheries legislation; this 

responsibility is defined in various Acts, including The Sea Fisheries Regulations Act 1966. The 

Committee has powers to make and enforce byelaws for the protection of fisheries within its 

jurisdiction.

The Committee also has powers to enforce specific National and European fisheries regulations as 

well as legal duties for the protection of the marine environment. In addition to these responsibilities 

the Committee undertakes further activities that include the collection of data on the fisheries and 

basic stock assessment work. The Committee is a statutory consultee on marine development in 

accordance with The Food & Environmental Protection Act 1985, and provides expert advice through 

consultation and membership of coastal fora.

THE MEMBERS

The Committee is composed of 20 members, 10 County Councillors who represent the constituent 

authorities that fund the Committee, and 9 members appointed by The Department of Environment 

Food and Rural Affairs (formally the Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food). The DEFRA appointed 

members are persons with a distinct connection to the local sea fishing industry, such as vessel 

skippers/owners, fish merchants, etc. These appointments also take into account recreational fishing 

within the District. Importantly Committee members do not represent their own interests but the needs 

of the fishery as a whole, they utilise their understanding and 

experience of the fishery in the consideration of the management 

needs. In addition to these members the Environment Agency makes 

one appointment to the Committee. The Committee also includes a 

member who is familiar with the environmental conservation needs of 

the District.

Fishing boats in Sussex are mainly 

inshore; this means they stay close, 

usually within six nautical miles of the 

coast. They will land their catch daily. 

Most of the fleet are multi-purpose so 

they can target different types of fish 

depending on the season.

Sussex has about 400 fishing vessels and 

more than 40 commercial angling vessels. 

Most of the Sussex fishing boats are under 

ten metres in length. Sussex is also an 

important base for larger offshore fishing 

vessels. They use the deep water moorings 

at Shoreham and Newhaven as a temporary 

base when fishing in the Eastern English 

Channel and beyond. 

Sussex Sea Fisheries Committee Byelaws 

manage fishing activity inside six nautical 

miles offshore, and restrict fishing by 

those vessels greater than 14m in length.

Much of the Sussex coastline has no man 

made or natural harbour. Fishermen have 

overcome this by mooring offshore at Selsey, 

while the fishing fleets at Worthing and 

Hastings launch straight from the beach.

Stern trawling, beam trawling, pair trawling, 

scallop dredging, oyster dredging, trammel 

netting, gillnetting, lobster potting are but a 

few of the many commercial fishing methods 

used off the Sussex Coast.
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This Sussex Sea Fisheries Committee initiative is part of a major project 

co-ordinated by The Wildlife Trusts' South East Marine Programme. The 

project, entitled 'Marine biodiversity and aggregates in South East 

England', is supported by English Nature, through Defra's Aggregates 

Levy Sustainability Fund.
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